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ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS

PLEASE REPORT ANY CONCERNS, ILLEGAL
DUMPING INTO STORM DRAINS, OR 
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES THAT MAY CAUSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL HARM TO THE STORM 
WATER QUALITY HOTLINE: (831) 459-2553.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT UCSC STORM 
WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM!

DID YOU KNOW?
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS

> USE A COMMERCIAL CAR WASH 
THAT TREATS AND RECYCLES DIRTY 
WATER

 > USE WATERLESS CAR WASHING 
 TECHNIQUES AND COMPLETELY EVADE 
 THE PROBLEM

WHAT CAN I DO?

Untreated car wash effluent can have effects 
on our environment and water quality!

DETERGENTS & SURFACE RESIDUE FROM CAR WASHES CONTAIN 

HIGH AMOUNTS OF NUTRIENTS, METALS, AND 
HYDROCARBONS THAT TYPICALLY RUN INTO THE NEAREST 
STORM DRAIN UNTREATED!

POLLUTANTS FROM CAR WASHING CAN HAVE DEVASTATING

EFFECTS ON THE UCSC CAMPUS ECOSYSTEMS- THE WATER 

DOESN’T LEAVE CAMPUS!
TAKE YOUR CAR TO THE CAR 

WASH INSTEAD!

Washing a Car at Home 
Typically uses between 80-140 

gal Of Water 

a commercial car wash       
averages Less than 45 gal Per 

Car

LOOKING FOR A WAY 
TO REDUCE YOUR 

WATER BILL?

CAR WASH? GOT POLLUTION?

 
 
 

Car Washing by UCSC 
Residents is Strictly 
Prohibited.  
Prohibition is located
in your Conditions, 
Covenants, and 
Restrictions (CC&Rs).

ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN!
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